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THE  WEST INDIES: FACTS AND FIGURES

The archipelago is roughly an arc extending
from Florida to the Venezuelan coast between
the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.
Cuba and Haiti (treated elsewhere), Puerto
Rico and Jamaica make up the Greater An-
tilles ; the Lesser Antilles are divided into the
Leeward, Windward and Curagao groups;
Barbados and the Bahamas are separate.

THE BAHAMAS (British Colony)

Over 40 small islands east of Florida and
north of Cuba and Haiti; 20 are inhabited.
Area, 4,404; population (1942), 73,217. Capital,
Nassau (New Providence Island), 19,756. Ad-
ministration : Governor, Executive Council,
Legislative Council and representative Assem-
bly. School enrolment (1942), 21,462. Prod-
ucts : sisal hemp, sponges, lumber, fresh toma-
toes, shells.

BARBADOS (British Colony)

Lies east of the Windward Islands; area,
166; population (1943), . 202,588. Capital,
Bridgetown, 13,486. Administration: Governor,
Executive Council, Executive Committee,
Legislative Council, elected House of Assembly.
School attendance averaged in 1943, 22,594.
Chief products: sugar, molasses, rum and
cotton.

JAMAICA (British Colony)

Lies 90 miles south of Cuba. Area (with
adjacent Cayman Islands and Turks and Caicos
Islands in Bahama Group), 4,628; population
(1943), 1,237,063. Capital, Kingston, 109,056.
Administration: Governor, House of Repre-
sentatives, Legislative and Executive Council.
School attendance (1944), 107,598. Products:
sugar, molasses, coffee, pimento, coconuts, log-
wood and extract, cacao, copra, ginger,
oranges, and bananas.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO  (British Colony)

Trinidad (1,864 square miles) lies just north
of the Orinoco delta, with Tobago (116) on
its north. Population (1943), 535,499- Cap-
ital, Port of Spain (Trinidad), 103,155. Admin-
istration : Governor, Executive Council, par-
tially-elected Legislative Council; franchise
extended to women over 30. 291 elementary
schools, 1943. Products: .asphalt, petroleum,
cacao, copra, coconuts, sugar, coffee.
LEEWARD ISLANDS (British)

Over 25 islands southeast of Puerto Rico.
Antigua, with Barbuda and Redonda; Mont-
serrat; St. Christopher (St. Kitts) with Nevis
and Anguilla; also the British Virgin Islands
(Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegada and Jost Van
Dykes) with Sombrero are British. Governed
as a colony with a Governor, an Executive and
Legislative Council. It has been recommended
that Leeward and Windward Islands be put
under one government with headquarters at
St. Lucia, Windward Islands. Total area, 422
square miles; population, 100,497. Capital, St.
John (Antigua), 10,000. Products: sugar, mo-
lasses, cotton, limes and fruits, coconuts, to-
bacco.

WINDWARD ISLANDS  (British)

Small group lying south of the Leewards.
Grenada, St. Lucia, Dominica, and St. Vincent
form a British colony under one Governor and
each has its partially-elected Legislative Coun-
cil. The Grenadines (about 12 islets) are
divided between Grenada and St. Vincent. Area,
about 821 square miles; population (partly esti-
mated), 262,006. Capital, St. George's (Gre-
nada Island). Products: cacao, nutmegs, mace,
cotton, sugar, molasses, rum, copra, peanuts,
arrowroot (St. Vincent), lime juice and oil
(St. Lucia), honey, hides, logwood.

PUERTO RICO (United States Territory)

Lies 45 miles east of Haiti; area, 3,435;
population (1940), 1,869,255. Capital, San
Juan, 169,247. Administration: Goyernor,
elected Legislature of 2 houses; franchise re-
stricted to citizens; represented in U. S. Con-
gress by I Commissioner. School enrolment
(1943), 302,806. Imports: meats, rice, flour,
cotton goods, petroleum products, iron and steel,
machinery, fertilizers. Exports: sugar, mo-
lasses, grapefruit, oranges, pineapples, coconuts,
cotton, coffee, tobacco.

VIRGIN ISLANDS  (United States)

St. Thomas, St. John and St. Croix in the
Virgin Islands belong to the United States;
administration: Governor and 3 elective Munici-
pal Councils; character, property and residence
qualifications for franchise. Area, 132; popula-
tion (1940), 24,889. Capital, Charlotte Atnalie
(on St. Thomas), 9,801.

GUADELOUPE (French Colony)

Situated in the Lower Antilles, consists of 2
islands separated by a narrow channel. Area,
583 square miles. Included are 5 dependencies
consisting of smaller islands (Marie Galante,
Les Saintes, Desirade, St. Barthelemy and St.
Martin). Total area, 688 square miles. Colony
under a Governor and an elected Council with
representation in France. Population, 304,239.
Seat of government, Basse-Terre (13,638),
Guadeloupe. Chief city: Pointe-a-Pitre (43,-
551). Products: sugar, bananas, coffee, cacao
and rum.

MARTINIQUE (French Colony)

Martinique is a French colony under a Gov-
ernor, a Privy Council and elected General
Council, with representation in France. Area,
385; population (1936), 246,712. Capital, Fort-
de-France, 52,051. Products: sugar, rum, cacao,
coffee, tobacco, pineapples, bananas.

CURASAO (Dutch Colony)

Three islands (Cura9ao, Bonaire, Aruba)
off the Gulf of Maracaibo and 3 in the Lee-
ward group. Area, 403; population (i943>>
122,540. Capital, Wjllemstad (Curacao Island),
36,437. Administration by a Governor and 2
appointed councils. 18,978 school children, 1943-
Products: corn, beans, pulse, cattle, salt, phos-
phates ; chief industry, oil-refining,

Governed with Curagao are the islands of
Saba, St. Eustatius and part of St. Martin.
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